5.21—ACCELERATED COURSES

Definition

“Accelerated learning” means an organized method of learning that enables a student to meet
individual academic goals and graduation requirements while pursuing higher levels of skill
development, including without limitation the following coursework:

1. A College Board Pre-Advanced Placement and Advanced Placement (AP) course;

2. An International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme course;

3. A Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education course;

4. A concurrent credit course; and

5. A substantively similar course or program approved by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE).

Students in grades seven through twelve (7-12) who take adACCELERATED LEARNING
COURSES or other courses approved for weighted credit by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) or the Division of Career and Technical Education (DCTE) shall
be graded according to the following schedule:

A =100-90
B=89-280
C=79-70
D = 69-60

F =59 and below

For the purpose of determining grade point averages, the numeric value of each letter grade shall
be

A =5 points

B =4 points

C =3 points

D =2 point

F =0 points

For a student to be eligible to receive weighted credit for an AP, or IB course:

° The course must be taught by an Arkansas licensed teacher who has received the
appropriate training required by the appropriate accrediting organization; and

° The student takes the applicable AP or IB examination after completing the entire course.

Credit shall be given for each grading period during the course of the year, but shall be
retroactively removed from a student’s grade for any course in which the student fails to
take the applicable exam. Students who do not take the applicable exam shall receive the
same numeric value for the grade the student receives in the course as if it were a non-AP
or IB course

.DESE shall approve additional courses, including other accelerated learning courses, for
weighted credit if the course:




a. Exceeds the curriculum standards for a non-weighted credit class:
b. Meets or exceeds the standards of a comparable accelerated learning course; or
C. Is identified by DESE as an honors class.

For career and technical education courses taken after July 1, 2023, career and technical courses
that are eligible for weighted credit are those career and technical education courses that;

e Exceed the curriculum standard for a non-weighted class; and

e Lead to an approved industry-recognized certification or concurrent credit.

A student shall receive weighted credit for each approved career and technical education course
upon the student;

o Completing the relevant career and technical pathway; and

o Earning the high-value industry credential aligned with the career and technical pathway

A student who transfers into the district will be given weighted credit for the accelerated learning
courses and other courses approved by DESE and DCTE for weighted credit that were taken for
weighted credit at the student’s previous schools(s) according to the proceeding scale.

Legal References: DESE Rules Governing Grading Scales and Course
Credit

A.C.A. § 6-15-902

A.C.A. § 6-16-806

A.C.A. § 6-16-1201 et seq.
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