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Letter from Superintendent

Dear Cutter Morning Star Family:

Cutter Morning Star remains committed to providing a high-quality education for all students.
Health, safety, and security will always be our greatest priority for our students.

The information in this document has been created from the latest information and feedback
from the Governor’s Office, Arkansas Department of Health (ADH), Division for Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE), Safe Schools Commission, educational leaders, health care
professionals, and various organizations and groups.

Our goal is to provide a safe environment that includes a rich educational experience with
opportunities for social interaction, and extracurricular activities while adhering to the guidelines
provided by the entities listed above.

The information within this document is subject to change. However, it is our desire to continue
to receive feedback from our community of teachers, parents, students, and community
members.

Our kids need our teachers. Our teachers need to connect with our students. Teachers are a vital
part of the growth of our students for their academic and social/emotional development.
We need our students in school every day to be able to support them in all the ways they need us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Nancy Anderson



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first day of school and the last day of school for students?
● School will begin on Tuesday, August 15, 2023.
● The last day of school will be May 23, 2024.

What days will students be in school with the 4 day school week?
● Students will be in school Tuesday through Friday each week.
● Students will NOT attend school on Mondays.

What are the beginning and end times for the school day?
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday

● The Elementary School’s Tardy Bell will ring at 7:40 each morning. Students may be
dropped off beginning at 7:20 each morning. The school day will end at 4:00.

● The High School’s first bell will ring at 7:30 and the Tardy Bell will ring at 7:35 each
morning. Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:20 each morning. The school day
will end at 4:05.

Wednesday
● The Elementary School’s Tardy Bell will ring at 7:40 each morning. Students may be

dropped off beginning at 7:20 each morning. The school day will end at 3:35.
● The High School’s first bell will ring at 7:30 and the Tardy Bell will ring at 7:35 each

morning. Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:20 each morning. The school day
will end at 3:38.

Will bus transportation be provided for our students?
● Yes, we are planning to run our normal bus routes at the normally scheduled times.
● Each bus will have a spray bottle of disinfectant and/or disposable disinfecting wipes,

gloves, and hand sanitizer.
● Sanitizing will occur after each route is completed and students are no longer on the bus.

What safety measures will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing our schools
and classrooms?

● We will sanitize classrooms, buildings, and playground equipment as needed throughout
the school day

● Support services personnel will thoroughly clean all areas of our school.
● Mondays will be used for deep cleaning/sanitizing of classrooms and buildings since

students will not be in attendance at school.

How will our classrooms be sanitized throughout the school day?



● Staff will be expected to assist in sanitizing their own work areas, prior to transitioning to
another area. Students may assist, where appropriate.

● Each classroom, office, and larger areas will have a spray bottle of disinfectant, gloves,
and hand sanitizer.

● Hand Sanitizing stations will be located at all building entrances, cafeteria entrances,
restrooms, bus entrances, all classrooms and in high traffic areas, such as hallways. All
classrooms in the elementary school have sinks for frequent hand washing.

Will I be able to eat lunch with my student? or bring lunch from a restaurant?
● Parents/guardians will not be allowed to eat lunch with their students, unless it is for a

special event hosted by the school/district.
● The delivery of restaurant food will not be allowed.

Visitation Policy
● Parents and visitors will be allowed in the buildings by appointment only for conferences

with teachers and school staff.

What is the district policy on masks?
● Students and staff have the choice of whether or not to wear a mask on campus. Thus,

masks and face coverings are optional.

What will the school day look like for our students?
● Our goal is to have as normal a school day as possible for our students while providing as

much safety as possible.. We will make adjustments depending on what we are being
advised to do by our state experts. The district has a contingency plan that may be
implemented based upon current guidance or recommendations.

Will my elementary student have recess?
● Yes. Students will continue to receive 40 minutes of recess per day.

What will happen if a teacher, staff member, or student tests positive for COVID-19?
● If anyone should test positive, we will follow the latest guidance and protocols from the

ADH/Department of Education. Our District Point of Contact will work closely with the
Department of Health on how to proceed.

What happens if students are running a fever?
● Our updated procedures are that if any adult or student is running a fever they must go

home and be fever free for 24 hours without medication before they can return. However,
we will follow ADH guidelines as recommended related to COVID-19.



Test Exemption practice?
● All students will participate in State Mandated Testing for the 2023-2024 school year.

What will extracurricular activities look like in the fall (i.e. sports, band, choir, theater,
etc.)?

● Our current plans are to have all extracurricular activities begin as scheduled. We will
follow guidance from the Arkansas Activities Association and DESE.

Will family events be planned for the 2023-2024 school year?
● Family events will be planned throughout the school including but not limited to: Family

Nights, Choir Concerts, Band Concerts, Art Shows, Daddy Daughter Dance, Field Day,
Athletic Events, etc.

Will after school tutoring and summer programs be offered for students?
● After School tutoring, summer programs, and Monday tutoring/camps will be offered to

students based on teacher recommendation.

Will school close at various times this year?
● At this time, it is unknown if/when the district or schools may close. Any closure is

made under the guidance from ADH and DESE.

What happens if school closes?
● If school closes for any reason, we will have to make the day up on either a Monday or at

the end of the school year.

Building Procedures-Facilities Cleaning Procedures
Facilities Cleaning Procedures for 2023-2024 School Year

In order to comply with the latest sanitation/cleaning requirements, the following procedures will
be in place before the start of this school year. We will adjust as guidance and circumstances
change.



THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES WILL BE IN PLACE FOR:

CLASSROOM
● Desks and common areas will be wiped down by (non-custodial) staff at the required

times throughout the day, using towels and spray bottles provided.
● Hand sanitizer and disinfectant bottles will be refilled by non-custodial staff as needed.
● Used towels will be turned into the building office at the end of the day. Towels will be

washed and ready to be picked up in the building offices the next morning.
WATER FOUNTAINS

● Use of traditional push-bar/button water fountains will be eliminated.
● We have installed water bottle filling stations in every building to allow students to

fill/refill their water bottles.
● Students will bring their water bottles from home.

BUILDING PROCEDURES & PROTOCOLS

Restrooms will receive frequent cleaning and disinfection.

Cafeteria staff will sanitize all tables with soapy water before lunch shifts begin. The tables will
be cleaned between each lunch shift. Elementary students will continue breakfast in the
classroom with a teacher, student, or cafeteria staff retrieving the carts but only the teacher or
cafeteria staff handing out the food individually.
The teacher will ensure that the classroom tables are wiped or sprayed before serving breakfast.

For grades 7-12, breakfast will be available at school with cafeteria staff handing out breakfast to
students. If students are not eating school-provided lunch, students must bring their lunch with
them to school. Parents may not drop off outside food to the office.

Cafeteria procedures for breakfast and lunch will be determined by each school. Start and end
times for lunch will be staggered and will be determined by each school.

ROLE OF CUSTODIAL STAFF
● The cleaning company will be responsible for sanitizing hard surfaces outside of the

classroom. These are to include, but not limited to, bathrooms, water faucets, door
handles, playground areas, and assisting in the cafeterias if needed. The custodial staff
will practice routine deep cleaning of the classrooms each night based on ADH
recommendations.



ROLE OF NON-CUSTODIAL STAFF
● Non-custodial staff (Teachers, Aides, etc.) will be responsible for cleaning the areas

within the classroom.
● Materials available in each classroom will be as follows:

○ Cloth towels
○ 1 spray bottle
○ Spray bottle with (CDC approved) disinfectants based on availability:
○ 1-32oz bottle of hand sanitizer
○ Disposable gloves will be provided based on cleaning disinfectant used

District Communication Plan

CMS is committed to providing families, employees, and our community with timely and
accurate information

There will continue to be regular district wide updates through the CMS App and school
messenger when needed. CMS’s district website and its social media accounts; Facebook and
Twitter will stay up to date to deliver information in a timely manner. Important information and
updates will be available on individual school websites and social media accounts as well.
Building leaders may utilize School Messenger to deliver information to parents and staff as
needed.

To receive information from CMS and your student’s school through text or voice message
please give your preferred contact information to your student’s school during e-school
registration.

Contact District Communications
cms.eagles@cmseagles.net or at 501-262-2414 for more information.

Safety and Wellness

CMS Nurse’s will continue coordinating with local, state, and federal governmental agencies
including ADH.

The school nurse and/or Superintendent will serve as the primary point of contact for our district
COVID-19 related questions.



Point of Contact phone number: 501-262-2414

Student Support
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Plan 2023-2024

District Objective:
A heavy emphasis will be placed on relationship building with students throughout the district.

This is to both provide additional support during this stressful transition and to rebuild academic
stamina of students while teaching tools for emotional regulation, problem-solving, and
relationship building.

● Emotional Regulation: Skills that help individuals manage thoughts and feelings, and
behaviors in a proactive, socially appropriate way.

● Zones of Regulation: A teaching approach to identify and apply regulation skills to build
self-regulation and emotional control.

● PBIS: Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports. A framework to view data and
practices to guide buildings in the creation of safe and supportive academic
environments. PBIS is not a specific program, but rather, a way to evaluate needs and
apply strategic interventions to address student SEL needs resulting in greater academic
gains and improved student emotional regulation, engagement, and behavior.

Supportive Resources:
Staff: Counselors, Mental Health Liaison, Curriculum Director, Administrators

SEATING
For the safety and well-being of our students and staff, seating charts, class lists, bus/class
lines, and cafeteria seating will be specific at each school.

DRILLS
Fire and Tornado Drills will take place as normal.


